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Synopsis

The Fundamentals of Drawing offers an academic-inspired, foundational exploration of the drawing
basics, which ultimately serves as the gateway to Walter Foster's newest core drawing-book series:
The Academy of Art. Structured like a class curriculum, The Fundamentals of Drawing covers the
basic concepts any beginning artist needs to learn this art form, including space and depth,
proportion, composition, perspective, and more. To start the exploration, art instructor Jim Dowdalls
demonstrates how to use the different types of drawing tools, including how to hold a pencil, how to
use supports, and how to make a variety of marks and strokes. Artists will discover helpful
information for understanding value and learning to create a value scale, as well as how to build
value in their drawings using various techniques. Throughout this educational book, a myriad of
step-by-step exercises and drawing projects encourage artists to put their newfound knowledge to
use and practice the concepts and techniques demonstrated. With the skills and techniques they
acquire in this comprehensive drawing course, beginning artists will be ready to take their artwork to
the next level. Full of beautiful artwork that will inspire readers to explore drawing further, The

Fundamentals of Drawing is the perfect place to start a mastery of fine art.

Book Information

Series: Academy of Art

Paperback: 128 pages

Publisher: Walter Foster Publishing (November 15, 2014)

Language: English

ISBN-10: 1600584527

ISBN-13: 978-1600584527

Product Dimensions: 10.5 x 0.5 x 13.8 inches

Shipping Weight: 1.5 pounds (View shipping rates and policies)

Average Customer Review: 5.0 out of 5 stars 6 customer reviews

Best Sellers Rank: #159,970 in Books (See Top 100 in Books) #56 inA Books > Arts &
Photography > Drawing > Pen & Ink #70 inA Books > Arts & Photography > Drawing > Specific
Objects #117 inA Books > Arts & Photography > Drawing > Pencil

Customer Reviews

Putting It All Together By using all of these techniques in one form or another, you will see a
marked improvement in your drawings, both in appearance and accuracy. In order to combine

gesture and contour line effectively, follow these quick tips: Start with a quick, light gesture



sketch that provides the correct size, proportion, structure, and placement on the page. Remember,
if the underlying gesture sketch is too detailed or dark, the subsequent contour line drawing will
appear redundant and self-conscious.  Next apply a A¢A AcefinishingA¢A A- layer of contour line
that is more detailed and that engages the viewer with interesting and expressive line quality and
variety.  Use a light graphite pencil, such as an H or F, for the initial gesture sketch and a darker
graphite pencil, such as a B, 2B, or 4B, for the contour line. (See Chapter 2 for more details about

pencil grades.)

Your Homework For your first homework assignment, we will focus on some of the most important
areas of study in this chapter. Pick subject matter that interests you, but is organic in
natureA¢A A’inherently simple in shape and formA¢A A”and presents an opportunity to draw
contours inside the form, as well as outer contour edges. This type of seashell is a perfect example.
Use an H or HB pencil to develop a quick gesture sketch of the object, taking no more than 2 to 3
minutes to block in the entire structure. DonAg¢A A™t worry about details or dark lines. Slow
down, and draw a weighted contour line drawing over the gesture. Take your time; spend 20 to 30
minutes on this part of the exercise. Remember to contour draw all of the touchable edges of the
form, not just the outside contours. See how much information you can give the viewer about your
chosen subject matter, without resorting to shading. Use B and/or 2B graphite pencils for the

finishing contour.

Jim Dowdalls is an art and design instructor who received his bachelor’'s degree in drawing and
painting and a master’s degree in bio-medical illustration from California State University. He has
instructed classes in drawing and painting, illustration, life drawing, animal drawing, rendering, and
bio-medical rendering and illustration. Jim has followed a parallel artistic track in bio-medical
lllustration, and his illustrations have won numerous awards from the Society of lllustrators and the
Association of Medical lllustrators. Jim has created illustrations for some of the top pharmaceutical
and medical products corporations, international advertising agencies, and many of the top
periodicals in this country and abroad. Jim is a fulltime faculty member at Fullerton College in

Fullerton, California.

| teach drawing and | think this book gives a really great path to follow. Great explanations, good
photos and wonderful assignments at the end of each chapter. He builds each chapter on the one

before and it is a great way to help students get a good solid understanding from the ground up.



Things we are no longer teaching in our schools.Great book.

This book is well planned. | like the approach of the author. There’s not too much or too little. It feels

just right and the exercises are manageable for several age groups.

This book is full of ideas for great drawing techniques .| highly recommend this book.

Given as a gift,the recipient was quite pleased. A great purchase!

As expected.

excellent resource for my students. The book explains in easy to understand concepts for beginners

to learn the fundamentals.
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